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The same impression is produced by   a general study of
the religious literature of the period.   Although  different sects
are named  and there  are treatises dealing   specifically with
different   religions,    the    theoretical  or  practical   distinction
between them is not quite clear.   Pigeaud   observes from a
study of the Tantu, Korava^rama, and Pararaton   'that the
religious faiths in Java were marked by a  strong influence
of Tantrism,   but of different   sectarian  dogmas  or church-
organisations  there is little trace/1     There   were no doubt
different   religious   groups  or orders, but  the  characteristic
differences   between them are nowhere   made   explicit.   The
Tutur, mantras etc. in religious books  are neither Saiva nor
Buddhist, but applicable to both, and the sectarian predilection
of the author  can only be gathered by the names  of gods
which he invokes.    Most   likely the  different  Orders   were
distinguished only by different  rites and  ceremonials.   This
conclusion    is  strengthened by   a passage in  Korav^rama2
in which the three sects are named Sri-danta,    Brahmana and
Buddha,  and distinct rituals are laid down for each.     The
names of sects are peculiar and the   distribution of the gods
among the different sects is equally so, Buddha, for example,
being identified with  Mahadeva.   But the   climax is reached
when Brahmana is substituted as the name of a sect, in place
evidently of Saiva,  and it is  expressly laid  down that the
BrShmanas born in Java are much superior  to those born in
Jambudvlpa, who indeed deserve to be called Sodra.

The passage, however, lays great stress on observances and
rituals and these seem to be the hall-maiks of the different
religious orders. We may well imagine, therefore, that the
decadent phases of Hinduism in Java were not unlike those in
Bengal where Buddhism, Saivism and Vaisnavism were
gradually merged together and a body of rituals and ceremonies
came to be the chief characteristics of religious faiths, at least
among the masses.

1.   Op. cit. p. 39.

2.    Quoted by Pigeaud, Ibid, p. 36.